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Don’t let your company go to waste: Find an

env. safe and cost effective method of disposal
N

By Nathan

Nunez,
Northeast
Lamp
Recycling, Inc.

N

Often businesses don’t think
twice about throwing away used
fluorescent lamps (light bulbs) and
other office and facility waste that
they have accumulated, but they
should. Fluorescent lamps, batter-
ies. computers, PCB containing
ballasts and mercury containing
devices are hazardous waste regu-
lated by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) under the Uni-
versal Waste Rule (UWR). Many
of these waste streams. especially
fluorescentlamps. contain elements
and compounds that can be released
into the environment from improper
handling and dumping. Afterlamps
are broken and crushed in
dumpsters. mercury vapors escape
into the atmosphere only to fall
back to earth when it rains, con-
taminating the water supply, fish
and anyone that consumes them.
Mercury is a nerve toxin that may
impair the way we see, hear, walk
and talk.

NLR’'s goal is to
combine sound engi-
neering and man-
agement practices
while consistently
delivering a cost
effective and envi-
ronmentally safe
method of disposal.

The risks of improperly dispos-
ing of universal waste are not just
environmental — they’re financial.
If you are not managing and dis-
posing of universal waste in accor-
dance with New York hazardous
waste regulations, you and your
business could be subject to serious
fines and Superfund liability. The
Federal Superfund law imposes li-
ability upon certain parties who
have engaged in disposal activities
related to so-called “hazardous sub-
stances.”

Many New Y ork companies may
be unfamiliar with the new rules
and regulations surrounding their
universal waste. Most state regula-
tions are more stringent than the
UWR. New York State’s Mercury-
Added Consumer Products Law,
effective since January 1, makes all
mercury containing lamps regu-
lated. Under Article 27, Title 21 the
act prohibits any mercury-added
product being disposed of in solid

waste (trash). The only exceptions
to this law are for residents and
some small businesses. For more
information you may contact the
New York State DEC Hazardous
Waste Division.

One of the easiest ways to help
eliminate your liability is to work
with a permitted destination facil-
ity. Since these facilities are fully
permitted, they take title of your
universal waste thereby eliminat-
ing your liability. Often these recy-
clers will provide you with the
proper containers for the waste,
accumulation information, track-
ing and ultimately a certificate stat-
ing where and when your waste
was recycled. When selecting a fa-

cility to handle your waste it is
important to ask the following ques-
tions:

* Are you dealing with a permit-
ted destination facility?

*Is the waste disposed of or stored
on site?

* What is the disposal time?

* What types of documentation
are provided?

* Isthere a closure surety in place
in case they go out of business?

* Are drivers fully licensed and
permitted to transportuniversal and
hazardous waste?

* Do they know the specifics of
your state’s regulations surround-
ing universal waste?

One such facility that is a leader

in the universal waste management
industry is Northeast Lamp Recy-
cling, Inc (NLR). Headquartered in
East Windsor, Conn. with a new
facility in Bronx,N.Y.,NLR has 10
years solid waste reduction experi-
ence providing comprehensive uni-
versal waste management services
for fluorescent lamps, electronics,
batteries, ballasts and various other
mercury-containing devices. Per-
mitted in 1996, NLR serves com-
mercial and industrial facilities,
universities and hospitals, federal
and state agencies, as well as mu-
nicipalities and companies through-
out New England, New York, New
Jersey and across the United States.

NLR’s goal is to combine sound

engineering and management prac-
tices while consistently delivering
a cost effective and environmen-
tally safe method of disposal. Com-
mitment and dedication to worker
safety and environmental compli-
ance ensures their goals are con-
stantly achieved. Whether facili-
ties or businesses dispose of 100 or
100,000 lamps per year, NLR has
programs designed specifically with
their needs in mind. For a free
universal waste consultation visit
themonline at www.NLRlamp.com.

Nathan Nunez is director of
marketing and advertising for
Northeast Lamp Recycling, Inc.,
East Windsor, Conn.

Don't Let Your Universal Waste
make You Liab /!
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