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Don't let your company go to waste: Find an
env. safe and cost effective method of disposal

ByNa{'tan
Nunez,
Northeast
Lamp
Recycling.lne.

Often businesses don't think
t*'ice about throwing away used
fluorescent lamps (l ight bulbs) and
other office and facility waste that
they have accumulated, but they
should. Fluorescent lamps, batter-
ies. computers, PCB containing
ballasts and mercury containing
devices are hazardous waste regu-
lated by the Enviromental Protec-
tron Agency (EPA ) under the Unr-
versal Waste Rule (UWR). Many
of these u'aste streams. especially
l luorescent lamps. contain elements
and compounds that can be released
jnto tlre environment fiom improper
handling and dumping. Aft er lamps
a r  e  h r o k e n  a r r d  c r u s h e d  i r r
dumpsters. mercur) vapors escape
into the atmosphere only to fall
back to earth when it rains, con-
tarninating the water supply, f ish
and anyone that consumes them.
Mercury is a nerve toxin that may
impair the way we see, hear, walk
and talk.

NLR's goal is to
combine sound engi-
neering and man-
agement practices
vvhile consistently
deliwering a cost
effectiwe and enwi-
ronmentally safe
method of disposal.

The risks of improperly dispos-
ing of universal waste are not just
environmental - they're financial.
If you are not managing and dis-
posing ofuniversal waste in accor-
dance with New York hazardous
waste regulations, you and your
business could be subject to serious
fines and Superfund liability. The
Federal Superfund law imposes l i-
abil ity upon certain parties who
have engaged in disposal activit ies
related to so-called "hazardous 

sub-
stances."

It{anv Nerv York companiesmay
be unfamiliar with the new rules
and regulations sunounding therr
universal waste. Most state regula-
tlons are more stringent than the
UWR. New York State's Mercury-
Added Consumer Products Law.
effective since January l. makes all
mercury containing lamps reg"-
lated. Under Article 27. Title 2 I the
act prohibits any mercury-added
product being disposed of in solid

waste (hash). The only excephons
to this law are for residents and
some small businesses. For more
information you may contact the
New York State DEC Hazrdous
Waste Division.

One of the easiest ways to help
eliminate you liabil i ty is to work
with a pemifted destination facil-
ity. Since these facilities are fully
permitted, they take title of your
universal waste thereby eliminat
ing your liability. Often these recy-
clers will provide you with the
proper containers for the wasle,
accumulation information, track-
ing and ultimately a certi f icate stat-
ing where and when your waste
rvas recycled. When selecting a fa-

cility to handle your waste it is
important to ask the following ques-
trons:

. Are you dealing with a permit-
ted destination facility?

. Is the waste disposed oforstored
on site?

. What is the disposal time?

. What t)?es of documentation
are provided?

. Is there a closure surety inplace
in case they go out ofbusiness?

. Are drivers fully licensed and
permitted to transport universal and
hzardous waste?

. Do they know the specifics of
you state's regulations surround-
ing universal waste?

One such facility that is a leader

in the universal waste mmagement
industry is Northeast Lamp Recy-
cling, Inc (NLR). Headquartered rn
East Windsor, Conn. with a new
facility in Bronx, N.Y., NLRhas I 0
years solid waste reduction experi-
ence providing comprehensive mi-
versal waste management services
for f l uorescent lamps. electronics.
batteries, ballasts md various other
mercury-containing devices. Per-
mitted in 1S96, NLR senes com-
mercial and industnal facilities,
universities and hospitals, federal
and state agencies, as well as mu-
nicipalities and companies throu gh-
out New England, New York, New
Jersey md across the United States.

NLR's eoal is to combine sound

engineering and managemenl prac-
tices while consistently delivering
a cost effective and enviromen-
tally safe methodofdisposal. Com-
mitment and dedication to worker
safety and enviromental compli.
ance ensures their goals are con-
stantly achieved. W}ether facil i-
t ies or businesses dispose of I 00 or
100,000 lamps per year, NI-R has
programs designed specifi cally with
their needs in mind. For a ficc
universal waste consultation visit
them online at w.NLRlmD.conr.
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